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Check out Saint Francis Cares for the
Lepers, Page 5. (Follow the # sequence.)

Painted between 1245 and 1255 by
an unknown artist for the Church of
Santa Croce in Florence, the Bardi
Dossal, over six feet high, was intended to be placed against a wall or,
even more likely, a column, as
suggested by the term dossal.
Quite simply put, ths is one of the
most complex and consequential
panels in medieval art. Like all great
religious art, this panel not only
depicts a transformational moment in
Saint Francis’ life but also invites the
viewer to enter that moment visually,
and to emulate Francis’ example.
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Sisters and Brothers of the Secular Franciscan Order, United States:
The release of the Grand Jury report in Pennsylvania is a cause of
sorrow, pain and agonizing self-scrutiny for the Catholic Church in the
United States. We are again face to face with the tragic reality of sinful
abuse perpetrated on the most vulnerable of our faith family. How, we
ask, can we trust those shepherds with our lives, our children and our
faith? Can the victims find peace and healing in the Church that
betrayed their innocence? Can we, as professed Secular Franciscans,
stand as mere bystanders watching this tragic play unfold before
us? What are we to do? What can we do?
It saddens all of us that a small minority of men who made a commitment to serve the Church betrayed the promises they made to serve, and
used their positions of being an authority figure to aid predatory
behavior; truly we have wolves in sheep’s clothing. (Mt 7:15) If it were
only a case of a few parish priests, the trust of Church leaders may more
easily be re-established; but when it is demonstrated that our chief
shepherds, the bishops, were involved in secrecy, cover ups and pay
outs, the trust, respect and moral authority of the Church as an
I
institution suffers great damage. We must all face the truth and make no
excuse for those who are guilty of these crimes against the living stones
of the Church, the mystical body of Christ; those who have been
unfaithful spouses to the Church as the Bride of Christ!
St John Chrysostom, a fourth century bishop, described pastors as the
“salt of the earth”. (Mt 5:13) He said of pastors, “If others lose their
savor, then your ministry will help them regain it. But if you yourselves suffer
that loss, you will drag others down with you.” Sisters and brothers, we have
witnessed many being dragged down by those shepherds who have lost
their savor as salt of the earth.
As a Secular Order, we are in a unique position to help those who feel
abandoned, threatened and fearful of the clerical hierarchy that betrayed
their trust. We are an order of people in the pew. As people in the pew
we can listen to our broken sisters and brothers. We can listen without
judging, without trying to immediately heal them of their pain. We can
listen to them and acknowledge their pain without defending or making
excuses for the institution that betrayed them. We can “with a gentle
and courteous spirit accept them all as a gift of the Lord and an image of
Christ” (OFS Rule, Art.13). We can make contributions to support the
counselors who will help heal the wounds of those suffering souls.
We were founded as the Brothers and Sisters of Penance. All of us in
our individual life, in our fraternities, in our regions and our national
fraternity must do penance for this great sin. Some demons can only be
cast out through prayer and fasting. (Mark 9:29) This is our call to action!
Our Lord asked St. Francis to rebuild the Church which was falling into
ruin. Are we called to do anything less as followers of Francis? Francis
lived his vocation authentically as a living example of Gospel Life. We
shine and the Church be rebuilt.
—continued on Page 6
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News and Happenings
Welcome to Our Fraternity!
Becoming a Secular Franciscan

By Mary Pomarzynski, OFS

Day of Profession
@ St. Mary Cathedral
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Fraternity
Sunday, May 20, 2018
We gathered for Mass and Profession of
three candidates, Theresa Blackman, Barbara
Marie Lubinski, and Mary Pomarzynski.

I was looking for more spirituality in my life, when a dear friend,
Annette, invited me to sit in on a Franciscan Fraternity meeting. I
knew immediately that the Franciscan way of life was what I had
been searching for. So began my Franciscan journey. On this journey,
I would meet and make many dear friends, including my two dearest
sisters in Christ, with whom I professed my Franciscan vows. Their
names are Barbara and Theresa, and I am so thankful they were on
this wonderful journey with me.
We were introduced to the FUN Manual after a couple of meetings.
I cannot stress enough how this helped me with my formation.
Everything one needs to know about becoming a Franciscan was
covered in the Manual. It was truly a gift of Franciscan education.
After my Orientation, Inquiry, and Candidacy studies of about 2
years, it was time for Profession.
Barbara, Theresa, and my Profession was beautiful and holy. Filled
with the Holy Spirit, it was the perfect day. Our Profession was on
May 20, 2018, the Feast of Pentecost. We put many hours of planning into our Profession and it paid off with many blessings. I was
overjoyed at finally reaching the goal of being a Secular Franciscan! I
feel so blessed to be part of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Fraternity. The
Brothers and Sisters of our Fraternity have truly become my family in
spirit and in love.
________________________ ___________________________

My Profession

by Barbara Marie Lubinski, OFS

Pax Et Bonum
My soul had been searching for quite some time for a deeper life in
and with God. I attended several meetings of the third order of
Carmelites, and was not quite sure. I went on a Missionary trip to
Jamaica and worked with the Missionaries of the Poor. Upon my
return, my quest for a deeper and total commitment to the Christ of
the gospel took center stage. My Spiritual Director, a Sylvanian
Franciscan, said: “I would have made a wonderful Franciscan”.
Remembering this, I got information on the Order of Franciscan
Seculars.
During the Inquiry process, I discovered the beauty of St. Francis
and, at least a hint of the spiritual depth that I was searching for.
During formation, I continued to open my heart and pursue intimacy
in my relationship to God. Driving 500 miles every month so as to be
in the same fraternity with my sister, was not too difficult. I wanted
both of us to share the same formation and further bond on a
spiritual level. It was during this time that we met our new sister and
friend, Mary. We are now complete, bonded and ready to go.
Profession Day did not come too soon for me. I joyfully anticipated
everything concerning the “Big Day”. It was the Feast of Pentecost,
May 20th 2018. On the day of the Vigil, we three candidates spent
the day of prayer and reflection at Cross in the Woods and attended
Mass and the sacraments. Our Profession was very beautiful, sacred,
blest! Now the challenge is to re-live it and keep it alive so that we
three may follow the invitation of our father St. Francis, to lovingly
seek our daily conversion in imitation of Jesus or the joy of the
Church and our fraternity.
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Profession Celebration—cont.

GOD’S Gift to Me

by Theresa Blackman, OFS

My soul continued to search to find a place of simplicity, prayer and a community of likeness. Since l already had
the spirit of St Frances from living in a Franciscan religious community, I wanted to deepen my way of life as St.
Frances did through focusing more on how Jesus wanted me to live, to spread the Gospel, a life of prayer in all that I
do and be a witness to the people I serve. I wanted to be able to hear and do what God wants of me not what I
want. When we, Barbara Marie & I, came to Our Lady of Mount Carmel we felt welcomed. For me, it was a challenge.
As we began the FUN manual and began to deepen our faith and have a deeper understanding of St. Frances &
Clare, I was able to share my thoughts, experiences and understanding of the way the Rule of Frances, I began to feel
more comfortable. I was able to share deeper with my sister and new-found friend Mary on a more intimate level. As
time went on we became closer as we traveled through the FUN manual. As we prepared for profession, we set goals
for ourselves and things we wanted to accomplish together. Prior to profession, we had a day of reflection that we
went into ourselves and out of our comfort zone. We were blessed with the gift of healing, confession, Eucharist, St
John Paul II’s canonization and a blessing from Fr. Mike for our Profession. We were ready; nothing could have been
any more perfect than the day of our Profession; being blessed by Fr. Chet and our community of Our Lady of Mt
Carmel.
God blessed me, and showered us with the gift of the Holy Spirit; and It deepened my faith through the gift of the
Holy Spirit to let God fill me in the way He wants me to be filled like an empty vessel, to hear His call once again to
religious life and to be able to include so many people of other OFS to bring their presence and including little
Franciscan traditions such as Deo Gracias bread, prayer and sandals, being of simplicity and hospitality. So as when we
departed, people would remember how our light shone to spread God’s Love to ALL we came in contact with and they,
especially Our Community Our Lady of Mount Camel OFS, went away feeling loved and being community. May God
bless each of you that were or weren’t present at our Profession but remembered us in thought and prayer.
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Our Lady of Las Lajas
“Guadalupe” in Stone*

On the border between Colombia and
Ecuador is a beautiful sanctuary, a wonder
to its visitors. What draws thousands of
pilgrims from far and wide to this remote
mountainous region is the veneration,
devotion, or simple curiosity to see Our
Lady of Las Lajas, an image miraculously
and deeply imbedded in the rock on the
side of a mountain.
In Spanish las lajas means, “the rocks.”
This miraculous image was imprinted on
the rocks of a gorge above the Guaitara
River in Colombia near the border with
Ecuador. The image is situated inside a
cave very high in the mountains, and was
completely unknown until it was discovered in the 18th century by a local woman.
The image represents Our Lady with the
Child Jesus and also Saint Dominic of
Guzman receiving a rosary from Our Lady

and Saint Francis of Assisi receiving a
cord from the Child Jesus. Scientific
examination by geologists found that these
images were not painted with any paint,
dye, or other pigment but that the colors
were the colors of the rock itself, which
penetrated into the rock up to several feet.
The only change to these images, so
amazingly beautiful and stable since their
discovery in 1754, are the crowns adorning
the Infant King and His Heavenly Mother
that were added by locals as a token of
their affection for their Monarchs.
Could it be a mere coincidence that in the
thirteenth century, our Lord came to Saint
Dominic and Saint Francis and asked
them to save His Church from deterioration. Now, through the images on the rock
in a cave in Las Lajas, God is asking each
of us to help restore the health and vigor of
His Church, promising the unfailing supernatural help of Himself through the
Blessed Mother.

*Information from an article in “Crusade,” November/December 2018
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Dossal of St. Francis

Church of Santa Croce, Florence, Italy

[A] (1 - 4) Renunciation of the world and
property

Bardi Chapel,
(c. 1245 A.D.)

[E] (17-20) Canonization and

cult

1) Francis released
from confinement by
his mother Lady Pica
which angers his
father Pietro; leaves
home

20)Healing of Bartholomew of
Narni (Miracle of the Bath)
19) The rescued sailors fulfill
their vow at the Shrine of
Saint Francis of Ortona

2) Francis renounces
his father before the
Bishop of Assisi
3) Francis takes the
penitent’s habit

18) Francis invoked by sailors
in a storm

4) At Mass, Francis
hears the call to live
the Gospel, embracing
evangelical poverty

17) Canonization of Francis
by Pope Gregory IX

[D] (13-16) Francis loving
care for his own

[B] (5-8) Mission to
preach

16) Francis heals the crippled
and the possessed

5) Pope Innocent III
gives verbal approval
to Francis’ Rule and
commissions him to
preach

15) Death of Francis

6) Francis preaching
at Greccio
14) Francis ministers to the
lepers

7) Francis preaching
to the birds
8) Francis preaching
to the Muslim Sultan

13) Chapter of Arles
[C] (9 – 12) Passion of Francis
9) The sheep among the goats 12) Francis receives the stigmata

10) The ransom of the lamb

11) Francis does public penance
and is mocked at the pillar

[Proposed by Cyndy Garwood, O.F.S., adapted from Medieval Theology and the Natural Body, edited by Peter Biller and A.J.
Minnis, 1997, York Medieval Press; by Deacon Dave & Thérèse Ream, O.F.S., Revised July 2017]
www.prairiestfrancis.org
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— continued from Page 1
We must also stand with our brothers and sisters who have and are serving
the Church as good and faithful servants. These men and women who are
faithful to their call are now called to be suffering servants. They are guilty by
association with the Church institution that has betrayed their trust. How difficult it will be for them to preach the Gospel as representatives of a Church that
has lost its moral authority in the public square and in the pew. We must stand
by those faithful servants and help them continue to look after the well-being
of others.
Sisters and Brothers of the Secular Franciscan Order, we stand in support of
the victims and in favor of holding those responsible for these crimes accountable for their actions. We pray for healing, forgiveness, peace, reconciliation
and a Church that will be rebuilt and with God’s grace, and the movement of
Holy Spirit, one day, will once again be a beacon of light, hope and refuge. Let
us go forth and witness to the light of Christ and rebuild the Church so that it
may once again be full of grace and truth.
The National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order USA (OFS-USA)
August 26, 2018
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Secretary:
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