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Peace and All Good
—Article shared by Minister, Annette Dolan, OFS

I have been reading “Francis of
Assisi, Writer and Spiritual
Master” and would like to share
some of the writing’s with you.
Thaddee Matura, OFM
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The candidacy lessons are moving right
on target from the FUN Manual,
Franciscan Prayer, The Franciscan
Journey, etc..
The FUN Manual is proving to be the
best tool for a sound foundation on
formation. We have covered so much
material in depth that it has become a
spiritual experience each month.
At this time, we have a tentative
Profession date of Sunday, May 20,2018.
They have remained true to their
commitment for formation class and are
always prepared. Please keep them in
your prayers.
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We can and must make the
distinction between the
spiritually of Franciscan and the
Franciscan spiritually, just as we
distinguish the source of the river
that flows from it. As for the
Franciscan spiritually, we are still
far from having a comprehensive
view; so abundant is the material
available and yet so little
explored.
THE MISSON
Listen, sons of the Lord and
my brothers, pay attention to my
words, incline the ear of your
heart and obey the voice of the
Son of God. Observe His commands with your whole heart
and fulfill His counsels with a
perfect mind. Give praise to Him
because He is good; exalt Him by
your deeds; for this reason He
Has sent you into the whole
world: that you may bear witness
to His voice in word and deed
and bring everyone to know that
there is no one who is all
powerful except Him. Persevere
in discipline and holy obedience
and, with a good and firm

—continued—
purpose, fulfill what you have
promised Him. The Lord God
offers Himself to us as to His
children.

---Letter to the Entire Order
Christian spirituality consists of a
comprehensive vision of all of reality:
God, the human condition and the way in
which men and women participate in the
world and find expression in a particular
way of life. Christian spirituality is a life in
the Spirit; a gift of God.
There can be no other center but God
the Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit who
call men and women to enter into
communion with its overflowing life.

THE BEATITUDES AND THEIR FRUITS
Where there is charity and wisdom,
there is neither fear nor ignorance.
Where there is patience and humility,
there is neither anger nor disturbance.
Where there is poverty with joy, there
is neither greed nor avarice.
Where there is rest and meditation,
there is neither anxiety nor restlessness.
Where there is fear of the Lord to
guard entrance, there the enemy cannot
have a place to enter.
Where there is a heart full of mercy
and discernment, there is neither excess
nor hardness of heart
---Admonition Twenty Seven

Please take the time to read
this wonderful book as I have
barely touched on it.
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Day of Reflection, 2017 @ the Marian Center
Truly a Valley of Joy!
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News and Happenings
Marian Center, Day of Reflection
On June 11, the Feast of the Holy Trinity, we were
blessed to be able to gather at the beautiful Marian
Center in Joy Valley for our Day of Reflection.
Our morning began with registration, a continental
breakfast and social sharing.
Our speaker for the day was Linda Solis, OFM. (We
were privileged to meet Linda earlier in Saginaw at our
Annual Day of Formation on October,2016. As Spiritual
Assistant Training Program Coordinator, she provided a
wealth of information, and invited each of us to consider
the possibility of joining the program some time in our
future faith journey.)
In the morning formation talk, Linda shared wisdom
about Franciscan charism and of SFO General
Constitution, Articles 8-16.
We pray that daily we may:
 Let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all we
are and do (Article 8);
 Imitate the Virgin Mary’s complete self-giving in her
openness to God’s every word and call (Article 9);
 Faithfully fulfill the duties proper to our various
circumstances in life (Article 10);
 Seek the proper spirit of detachment and purify our
hearts from every tendency and yearning for
possession and power (Article 11);
 Acquire the purity of heart needed to set ourselves
free to love God and our brothers and sisters (Art.
12);


Accept all people as your gift, Lord, and an image of
Christ (Article 13);



Exercise our responsibilities competently in the
Christian spirit of service (Article 14);



Be in the forefront of promoting justice by the
testimony of our human lives and by courageous
initiatives (Article 15);
 Esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the
creation, redemption and service of the human
community (Article 16).*
Linda distributed and invited us to complete an
inventory of our personal vocations and charisms. The
inventory was not a test “to be passed” but a tool to help
us identify how God appears to be using each of us at
this time. It could show our life (natural) gifts or
charisms, possibly identifying or recognizing those that
may be special graces.
*Bullet summary from “Pray the Rule,” Liam McCarthy, OFM

—Day of Reflection—continued
Linda’s afternoon talk was JPIC information regarding the serious problem of Human Trafficking. The statistics she quoted and examples she presented were
shocking in that this problem thrives in our own country
and even in our very own communities (Michigan is in the
top 3 states and top 3 cities are Traverse City, Detroit, and
Grand Rapids). Hopefully our minds and eyes are now
more open to many of the signs of this evil that is growing
in numbers every day. By being better able to identify the
signs, hopefully we can now be part of the solution by
reporting possible human trafficking.
The day was sunny and beautiful. We enjoyed some
time in the afternoon to walk the sacred grounds and pray.
Father Chet joined us to celebrate Feast of the Holy Trinity
Mass.
Most reverently, we joined together in the Profession
Renewal Rite. Each of us left the Marian Center that day
thanking the Holy Trinity for an awesomely spiritual day!

I would like to thank everyone who attended our Day
of Reflection. What a perfect day!
Celebrant:
Fr. Chet Collins
Speaker:
Linda Solis
A special thank you to Barbara Marie Lubinski for
organizing and leading us in beautiful music and Prayer
of the Faithful.
Also for those serving as:
Readers:
Lori Ponchart
Muriel Pekrul
Cup:

Shirley Wolf
Marcia DePauw

Alter Server:

Nick Modelski

Joanne Kantrow Memorial Service
We received a thank you note from Joanne’s parents,
Joe and Pat Kantrow, for our planning and participating in
Joanne’s wake service. It was an honor to share readings,
prayers, and songs as we helped salute our dear
Franciscan sister. We fondly remember Joanne as former
secretary of our fraternity. Overall, the entire memorial
service was a celebration of Joanne’s life journey to be
with brother Francis and Jesus our Lord and helped bring
comfort to her family and friends.
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SPIRIT

OF

HAITI
—By Barbara Marie Lubinski, Candidate

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings”……Isaiah 52:7.
I invite you to take a journey with me to Haiti to experience the Haitian people and culture. When we arrived in
Haiti, I was in awe. The people are so poor yet so full of laughter and love. Simplicity of life and living in the
moment seem to characterize this people. They love to sing and dance. Little things content them. Children play
with homemade dolls and makeshift toys. Wood carvers are proud to show off and sell their finely detailed
statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary, their sail boats representing the Island of Haiti, and many other carvings.
Beautiful oil paintings on canvas depict important places or themes on the island.
As we entered into the city of Jacmel , we were struck by the hustle and bustle and joyous activity of the people.
Yet, poverty is apparent everywhere. They are so poor that most of them live in a one room shack with a bed
and dishes for cooking the one meal they have for the day. Most of the people living there do not have electricity
or running water. If they do have water it is only cold water which is not safe to drink. They are hungry and
medical care for those who are poor is scarce. In Haiti, there is no health, home or property insurance or social
security. Trash and rubble are put in piles on the streets, often at the curbs or trenches to be burned.

Driving in Haiti can be hazardous to one’s health. There are no stop signs, no red/green lights, and no priority of
passage. All drivers, including motorcyclists, zig-zag in and out of traffic. Everyone drives defensively. However,
there are fewer accidents than in the US because there is no auto insurance in Haiti and whoever is deemed to be
at fault, pays for the repairs to both vehicles.
Not only is there instability in the land, which is hot and humid, but Haiti has suffered major natural disasters and
diseases. There are huge inequalities within the population. 80% of the wealth is concentrated in 10 large
families. 60% of the population is far below the poverty threshold.
The official languages of Haiti are French and Haitian Creole.

Haiti is a predominantly Christian country with 80% Roman Catholic and approximately 16% professing Protestantism. There is also a small population of Muslims and Hindus. Voodoo is also widely practiced, despite, the
negative stigma that it carries both in and out of the country.
Our team of 10 would be missionaries spent 9 days working among the poor, teaching them the importance of
hand washing to prevent germs. Puppets were used to enhance their interest. The children washed their hands
and ultra violet light would show up purple on their hands if not completely clean. The children’s heights were
measured and noted, their eyes were checked and results noted and given to one of the Felician Sisters in charge
of the center for further medical care if required. The children were taught how and why to brush their teeth as a
means of disease prevention. They were given basic first aid kits to take home to their mother, in which there was a
tooth brush, paste, comb, band-aids, soap, and a small wash cloth. Their feet were measured for shoes to be made in the US
and to be brought to them at the time of the next missionary trip in May. The children were very excited when, after
instruction, they were able to choose a new toy from duffle bags brought from the US for them.
—Continued on Page 5
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SPIRIT

OF

H A I T I — continued

We helped feed and play with failure to thrive babies cared for by the missionary Sisters of Charity in
their large compound. The sisters told us that if a baby makes it to 3 yrs., there is a good chance they
will live to adulthood. The compound also includes buildings housing HIV patients, orphans, the
elderly, and disabled adults and persons with mental illness. The sisters have been in Haiti since 1969.
Another notable visit was that made to Pastor Abraham, a Haitian pastor of the Harvest Church who,
working with a number of friends and benefactors since 1999, has created a very operational and well
-organized complex comprised of an orphanage which cares for 17 boys and 33 girls. He also has a
small clinic, a school, and a beautiful, recently finished Church, complete with outstanding acoustics.
Duffle bags full of children’s clothing, toys, and candy were left with the Pastor for the children and
pictures were taken.
We visited the school of nursing and the new hospital respectively with 6 duffle bags full of all kinds of
medical supplies. In Haiti, student nurses can only work in the hospital if they bring everything they
need with which to work.
Our last very important, even crucial contribution to Haiti, was teaching the women how to purify the
water so that it becomes safe to drink. This was done by means of a translator and demonstration
with re-demonstration by each woman how to use effectively the pickled barrels and filters purchased
in the US. The 150 barrels and filters, if used properly, will last 3 years. After the instruction and
questions, the women took their personal barrel and filter home to their family.
Just as we have taught the people of Haiti, they have taught us the simplicity of living in the now and
the importance of family and friends. So, as our journey ends and we leave the Haitian people, we are
aware that they have left a profound impact on our souls.
We have the science but……they have the connection!!!!
—Barbara Marie Lubinski, Candidate
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How St. Francis Lived His Mission to All Creation*
From a retreat with Br. Bill Short; Study Guide, Topic 11, CD 5

St. Francis lived in a time of chivalry. Courtesy to others was an expectation.
However, St. Francis extended his practice of courtesy to all of God’s creation.
In giving respect and love to all, he experienced God’s love and was filled with
joy. This is how Thomas of Celano, one of St. Francis biographers, describes
Francis’ actions for us:
Francis abounded in the spirit of charity, he was filled with
compassion, not only toward people in need, but even toward dumb
animals, reptiles, birds and other creatures, sensible and insensible
creatures. Who would be able to narrate the sweetness he enjoyed
while contemplating in creatures the wisdom of their creator, His
power and goodness. He was often filled with a wonderful and
ineffable joy from this consideration as he looked upon the sun,
while he beheld the moon, while he gazed upon the stars and
firmament. Toward little worms he even glowed with a very great
love. He would see to it that bees were provided honey in the
winter or the best wine, lest they die from the cold. What great
gladness the beauty of flower brought to his mind when he saw the
shape of their beauty and perceived the fragrance of their
sweetness. When he found an abundance of flowers, he preached to
them. He invited them to praise the Lord as though they were
endowed with reason, in the same way, he exhorted with sincere
purity cornfields and vineyards, stones and forests and all the
beautiful things of the fields: fountains of water, the green things
of gardens, earth, fire, air, and wind to love God and serve Him
willingly.

*From a Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi
News Pamphlet

Prayer for Compassion*
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God of overflowing goodness, since time
began you have been revealing yourself in all
creation. From the Big Bang to the convergence of galaxies, from the distant starts to
this Earth, which is our home, you have never
ceased shaping and fashioning us, urging us
toward life. We are truly amazed at the work
of your hands and for the life of Jesus, who
reflects your radiance. We are blessed by the
gift of self-awareness that you have given to
us. Help us to be mindful that we are the
universe conscious of itself and that we are
sister and brother to all creation. Open our
hearts to receive the gift of life that comes to
us each day from the sun, the stars, plant life,
animal life, and the unique giftedness of each
human person. Lead us kindly on this cosmic
journey that we may become the fullness of
Christ who is our peace. Amen
*compassion, Living in the Spirit of St. Francis;
Ilia Delio, OSF
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